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Robert Jay Lifton, the prominent psychiatrist famous for his study of the doctors who
aided Nazi war crimes, speaks out on the role of the American Psychological
Association in aiding government-sanctioned torture under President George W. Bush.
A new report alleges the APA, the world’s largest group of psychologists, secretly
coordinated with government officials to align its ethics policy with the operational needs
of the CIA’s torture program. "What the APA did was a scandal within a scandal," Lifton
says. "[This] is something we have to confront as a nation."

TRANSCRIPT
This is a rush transcript. Copy may not be in its final form.
NERMEEN SHAIKH: New details have emerged on how the American Psychological
Association, the world’s largest group of psychologists, aided government-sanctioned
torture under President George W. Bush. A group of dissident psychologists have just
published a 60-page report alleging the APA secretly coordinated with officials from

the CIA, White House and the Pentagon to change the APA ethics policy to align it with
the operational needs of the CIA’s torture program. The report also reveals a behavioral
science researcher working for President Bush secretly drafted language that
the APAinserted into its ethics policy on interrogations.
AMY GOODMAN: Much of the report is based on hundreds of newly released
internal APA emails from 2003 to 2006 that show top officials were in direct
communication with the CIA. In 2004, for example, theAPA secretly took part in a
meeting with officials from theCIA and other intelligence agencies to discuss ethics and
national security.
Still with us, Dr. Robert Jay Lifton, leading American psychiatrist who has spoken out
against the APA’s practices. So, the American Psychological Association has about
150,000 members, the largest association in the world. That’s the APA. The little APA is
the American Psychiatric Association, which I assume you’re a part of. Dr. Robert Jay
Lifton, your thoughts on what the APA did?
ROBERT JAY LIFTON: What the APA did—and I read that report—is what I call a
scandal within a scandal. That is, I have been much concerned with the behavior of
professionals and their ethics, not just in terms of how they conduct their everyday
profession—that’s important enough—but their relationship to the world ethically. I
became interested in this in working with veterans of the Vietnam War. And in that war,
military psychiatrists would be in a position, when examining a soldier who was brought
to them with anxiety and a sense of outrage at what was going on—would be in the
position of helping that soldier to be strong enough to return to duty, which meant daily
atrocities. And I asked myself, how did a psychiatrist find himself in that situation? And it
had to do with a military structure of medicine and with the psychiatrist entering into
what I called an atrocity-producing situation. In my work with Nazi doctors, it was even,
of course, much more extreme, probably the most extreme example of any profession
of any country engaging in extremely immoral behavior, engaging directly in killing,
because Nazi physicians were in charge of the killing in Auschwitz. And that’s what I
studied in that research. But, you know—
AMY GOODMAN: What’s interesting, both Nermeen and I saw you speak last night on
a very different issue, on the Armenian genocide, and you talked about the significance
of Dr. Josef Mengele dying without acknowledging what he did.
	
  

